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Software Supply Chain & Compliance Cycle
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Community-oriented enforcement
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GPL violations founder, Harald Welte
{Image source: wikipedia)
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The Principles of Community-oriented GPL Enforcement(2015. 9. FSFQ} SFC 32 H)

FSF, Conservancy publish principles for community-oriented GPL

enforcement

by Joshua Gay — Published on Oct 01, 2015 12:04 PM

BOSTOMN, Massachusetts, USA -- Thursday, October 1 5 -- The Free Software Foundation (FSF) today
announced publication off"The Prindples of Community-Oriented GPL Enforcement.'| co-authored with the
Software Freedom Conservancy. The document lays out the principles that both organizations follow when
they receive reports that a company is violating copyleft terms like the GNU General Public License (GNU
GPL).

The F5F and Conservancy each lead worldwide efforts to ensure compliance with the GPL family of licenses. The
principles they follow are designed to make copyleft license enforcernent first and foremost serve the goal of
protecting user freedom, which includes assisting cormpanies to corredly distribute free software. This means
carefully verifying wiolation reports, approaching cormpanies privately rather than publicly shaming them, treating
legal action as a last resort, and never prioritizing financial gain over defending the freadomn of users.

"GPL enforcement is mostly an educational process working with people who have made honest mistakes, but it
must be undertaken with care and thoughtfulness. Our goal is not to punish or censure violators, but to help
thern come into compliance. Abiding by these principles aids our work in bringing about that outcome,” said
FSF's licensing and compliance manager, Joshua Gay.

The FSF does license enforcernent for progrars that are part of the GMNU Project, when their copyright is
assigned to the FSF, and actively encourages developers to apply for their programs to becorna part of GMU.
License wiolations can be reported by email following the instrudtions at http:/fwww.gnu.org/licenses figpl-
wviolation.htrnl.

"These principles have guided our efforts in defending the rights of computer users since at laast 2001, We
wanted to collect therm and write thern down in one place both to bust sorme myths about our GMU GPL
enforcernent work, and to help other individuals and organizations get started with thair own processes,” said
FSF's exacutive director, John Sullivan.

Conservancy has also released an announcernent and will host the docurnent on its website.

Conservancy's executive director Karen Sandler will be joining FSF licensing &t compliance manager Joshua Gay
and FSF copyright and licensing assodate Donald R. Robertson, 11T, on Saturday, October 3rd for the User
Freedorn Surmmit in Carnbridge, Massachusetts, wheare thay will be running a workshop session titled Cormmunity
Licansing Fducation & Outreach.

The Principles of Community-
Oriented GPL Enforcement

The GNU General Public License (GPL) is the principal copyleft license. Copyleft
is a framework that permits ongoing sharing of a published work, with clear
permissions that both grant and defend its users' freedoms — in contrast to
other free licenses that grant freedom but don't defend it. Free software
released under the GPL is fundamental to modern technology, powering
everything from laptops and desktops to household appliances, cars, and
mobile phones, to the foundations of the Internet. Following the GPL's terms is
easy — it gets more complicated only when products distributed with GPL'd
software also include software distributed under terms that restrict users. Even
in these situations, many companies comply properly, but some companies also
try to bend or even break the GPL's rules to their perceived advantage.

The Free Software Foundation (F5F) and Software Freedom Conservancy
{Conservancy) today lead worldwide efforts to ensure compliance with the GPL
family of licenses. The FSF began copyleft enforcement in the 1980s, and
Conservancy has enforced the GPL for many of its member projects since its
founding nearly a decade ago. Last year, the FSF and Conservancy jointly
published Copyfeft and the GNE General Public {icense: A Comprehensive
Tutorfal and Guide, which includes sections such as “A Practical Guide to GPL
Compliance” and “Case Studies in GPL Enforcement”, which explain the typical
process that both the FSF and Conservancy follow in their GPL enforcement
actions. (Shorter descriptions of these processes appear in blog posts written
by the FSF and Conservancy.)

As stalwarts of the community's freedom, we act as a proxy for users when
companies impede the rights to copy, share, modify, and/or redistribute
copylefted software. We require all redistributors to follow the GPL's
requirements in order to protect all the users' freedom, and secondarily to
support businesses that respect freedom while discouraging and penalizing
bad actors.

<source: https://www.fsf.org/news/fsf-conservancy-publish-principles-for-community-oriented-gpl-enforcement

https://sfconservancy.org/linux-compliance/principles.html>
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